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November 15, 2011 

James B. Martin ! 
Administrator - Region. 8 j 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1595 Wynkoop Street > ! 
Denver, CO 80202-1129 

Dear Administrator Martin: 

I am writing to you to express my cdncern regarding-the initiative'-to place.the-Upper Cement Creek area on 
the Superfund National Priorities list.. ' This action would have drastic cohseq[uerices for the region and for 
local! economies. ' 1 ' j ' • "' ; " 

The Animas River Stakeholders Grojup has proposed a collaborative process to improve the water quality in 
the Animas River. The group has taken great care to include the voices of those affected,and formulate an 
effective, common sense solution. ijsupport the collaborative effort to improve theienvironmental integrity 
of this area. j 

I also believe that the community-bajsed process is a superior option to the Superfund designation. Relying 
on local efforfc-that have far and wide an invested interest in the wellbeing of the Animas River and 
surrounding areas' is an ide'al.altfmative. The local stakeholders will be able to produce furids'-and manpower 
that the agency cannot make use of on under the Superfund process. .' " •' ' . 

I strongly, urge you to consider local solutions to improving water quality hi'the Animas River. 

Sincerely, 

Scott Tipton 
Member of Congress 
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ongoing operations and maintenance 

The EPA looks forward to continuing the dialogue with local elected officials and the 
community regarding possible^ options to address water quality issues in Upper Cement 
Creek. If you or your staff hale further ̂ c^"^leas.|^cpntact me, or your staff may wish 
to contact Sandy Fells, Regiorfal Congressfolal?LiIisdri,4a"t 303-312-6604 or 
fells.sandy(a),epa.gov. 

•i : • •I 

Sincerely, 

Jim Martin 
.X^Re^ional Administrator 
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The Honorable Scott Tipton 
U.S. House of Representatives ,j , r„. 
Washington, DC|20515-0603 

Dear Congressman Tipton: : .. » ,• , ; :) 

Thank you for your November T5,2011 letter regarding:Uppey • 
Superfund National Priorities List (NPL). 

Cement Creek and the 

Your letter identifies concerns that are commonly raised by canmunities when the United 
States Envu*onmental Protection Agency (EPA) is evaluating -anarea for the NPL. Let me 
assure you that the EPA has not made a decision concerning luting of the Upper Cement 
Creek area. The decision to propose a site for the NPL can on|y be made after a technical 
evaluation is completed to determine if the site is NPL eligiblej. The EPA is just completin; 
this technical evaluation. In addition, both the State and the E | A seek community support; 
prior to a site being proposed for listing and the EPA wants tn| community to understand 
why we are looking at this option. 

More than 15 years ago the EPA committed to a community-based environmental protection 
effort in San Juan County and indicated that Superfund wouldjnot be used as long as progress 
was being made in improving water quality in the Animas River. Unfortunately, water 
quality has significantly degraded in the Animas River in the last five years. It is evident that 
historic mine waste in Cement Creek, a tributary of the Animas River, is having a negative 
impact on the Animas. These impacts are likely related to cessation'of water treatment in 
Gladstone and plugging of the American Tunnel. EPA has compared the last five years of 
data to earlier data sets that indicated improvements in water |uality. The Animas River 
Stakeholder Group (ARSG) has summarized some of these data, and the EPA is also 
evaluating these data. If experience in.other mining-impactedlareas is any guide, the 
resources required for solutions to this sort of problem will bJ substantial, and long-term 
operation and maintenance of the solution or solutions may be required. 

The EPA is working with other federal agencies, the State, and local community members to 
identify options to reverse the degradation and improve wate: 
is too soon to make conclusions about how best to correct this 
best solutions require substantial and long-term resources, thl 
may be the only means to assure that full resources available |b the EPA can be committed 
EPA is also limited in its ability to fund interim actions and liitag-term projects that require 

quality in the Animas River. It 
condition. However, if the 
CERCLA process and the NPL 

I 


